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TheloU()willg State and Fe4eraJ S4lmo'. Managus htlVe parlidpd4d in cht preparation and slIpport this SOR: OregO/I
Dep4rlm4nl 'I FisIt & WU4ll;1e, CJ:S. f'ish & Wil4lif. S.rvice, W«.rhin:ton D'PGrtm",t .f Fis/a .ICd JJ'i/4life, «nd CqluMbia
Ri)ler l"ter-trlbal ruh CoIrrMIssI,/I.

TO: Brigadier GeDeral Strock COE-NPD
William Branch , , COE-WaterManagement

...'
Cindy HeDrlksen !~r~ COE-RCC
Dou2 Arndt c COE-P ,
Col. R2ndaU J. Butler COE-Portland Distrlct .

Lieut. CoL W.E. RuleD, Jr. COE-Walla Walla District
J. WnIiant McDonald USBR-Boise Regional Director
Steven Wrlght Acting BP A-Administrator
Greg Delwiche HP A-PC...S

FROM: Christine Mallette, Chairperson, Salmon Managers

DATE: May 30, 2001

AlbeDI FallsSUBJECT

SPECIFICAnONS: Pass inflow at Albeni Falls begillDing immediately. Maintain the current lake
elevation of2058.2 fcet through June 30, 2001. Refill the lake to 2062.5 feet at an even rate beginning
on July 1 and extending through July 22nd or later depending on in-season observations ofbu11 trout ,
passage conditi~ns at the mouth of Trestle and South' Gold creeks during the month of July. Based on
the difference between the present lakc elevation and the full elevation, it is estimated. that an
additional 201.8 ksfd are available for flow augmentation in the Mid Columbia River during the month
of June. It is fully expected ~t this water be used for flow augmentation and not be retained in the

Grand Coulee Reservoir.

JUSTIFICATION:
The present federal operations plan for the federal hydrosystem calls for Albeni Falls to refill to

the summer elevation of2062.5 feet by Junc 30. If this plan were continued, AJbcni Falls would be .

tho only FCRPS project that will fill and stay full through the summer and fall.
The present drought and economic situation has resultcd in thc inten:uption of BDdaII8ercd

Speci,es Act protection measures. Flows arc far below those called for by the Biological Opinion, The
NWPPC's 1994 Strategy for Salmon and the CRITFC tn'bes' Spirit ollhe Salmon restoration plan.
Further, the status of the juvenile fish migration has been affected by the extremely low flows in the
Mid Co lumbia River (see attached memo) ..

Given the present hardship being endurcd by other users of the hydrosystemJ it is appropriate to
call for the participation of the Albcni Falls project to case some of the bUIdcn being placed on fish this
migration season. The Corps ofEnginecrs' Record of Consultation and Statement ofDecision for the
2000 FCRPS Biological Opinion notes that summer operation of Albeni Falls would be above



PAGE 03/13FPC135/30/~001 14:50 15032307559

elevation 2062 feet provided "nOnI1~ and planned conditions continue to exist within the Colmnbia
Basin". The present drought and eco omic situation in 2001 are not normal. The SOR ca11s for Albeni
Falls to pass inflow to augment Mid d Lower Columbia flows.
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